AIPAC:

supports the war in  Iraq

advocates conflict with Iran

undermines Mid East peace
is bad for Israelis

is bad for Palestinians

is bad for the U.S.

is bad for you!

Tonight, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) is holding its 10th anniversary New England Leadership Dinner
inside the Westin Copley Place Hotel.

Why are we here to protest?

AIPAC is an obstacle to Mid East peace
AIPAC is one of the most powerful foreign policy lobbies in Washington. It shapes policies that prolong the illegal Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories. This means continued suffering for Palestinians and insecurity for Israelis. 

Conditions for the population of the occupied Palestinian Territories are bad and rapidly getting worse. According to Oxfam, Amnesty International and the United Nations, humanitarian conditions in Gaza are now worse than at any time since the beginning of the Israeli occupation in 1967,  

Despite numerous agreements signed by Israel it continues to expand its settlements and carve out more Palestinian land in the West Bank, seizing of some of the best arable land and displacing thousands more Palestinians.  Already the so-called “security wall” cuts off many Palestinians from their lands, neighbors, schools, and health care.

AIPAC lobbies actively in support of the policies that perpetuate this suffering.

AIPAC promoted the Iraq War
AIPAC played an important role in making the case for invading Iraq, and fully backed the Bush Administration’s invasion and occupation of Iraq at every opportunity.

AIPAC is now pushing us toward conflict with Iran
Because the Israeli government views neighboring states as enemies to be destabilized, AIPAC has pressured Congress to enact legislation punishing Iran, Syria and Lebanon. William Kristol, a former AIPAC honoree, was a booster of the U.S. invasion of Iraq calling for “regime change” in Iran.

AIPAC officials have been suspected of spying on the U.S. on behalf of Israel
In 2005, two high-ranking AIPAC officials, Steven Rosen and Keith Weissman, were indicted on charges of receiving national defense information related to Iran and passing it to the Israeli government in violation of the Espionage Act.
AIPAC promotes John Hagee, leader of Christians United for Israel
Hagee refers to Catholicism as “a godless theology of hate”, preaches that “disobedience and rebellion of the Jews” gave rise to their persecution, and claims that Hurricane Katrina was sent by God to punish New Orleans for "a level of sin that was offensive to God."
over
AIPAC stifles debate

In Congress and in the press, AIPAC stands in the way of an open, honest debate about the Israel/Palestine conflict. With a $20 million budget, AIPAC manages to keep Israel virtually immune from criticism. (For a perspective on this see Michael Massing’s article “Deal Breakers” at www.prospect.org/cs/articles?articleId=6166). Ironically, there is often more critical debate within Israel’s parliament (Knesset), press, and society than is tolerated in the U.S. AIPAC represents only the extreme right wing of the Israeli political spectrum.


Criticizing the Israeli government and its U.S. advocates is not, in and of itself, anti-Semitic.  We condemn anti-Semitism. But we reject the idea – often put forward as a means of stifling debate – that all criticism of Israel’s government is automatically anti-Semitic. These charges are belied by the existence of the active and vocal Israeli peace movement (Gush Shalom, B’Tselem, Rabbis for Human Rights, Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, Ta’Ayush, the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions, Machsom Watch, the Coalition of Women for Peace, Combatants for Peace, Yesh G’vul, Courage to Refuse, New Profile and others).

This past year AIPAC celebrated the 60th Anniversary of the founding
of the State of Israel.  For millions of Palestinians this date marks
the Nakba, the Catastrophe. The creation of Israel in 1948 resulted in
the displacement of over 700,000 Palestinians. These people and their descendants now comprise the world’s largest refugee population.

Tell your Representatives and Senators
to stand up to AIPAC’s warmongering.

We need peace in the Mid East, not a new war with Iran!

sponsored by: 

American Jews for a Just Peace – Boston ●  www.ajjp.org  &  www.vopjip.org

Jewish Women for Justice in Israel and Palestine ● www.geocities.com/jwjip/

Boston Coalition for Palestinian Rights ● www.bcpr.net
United for Justice with Peace’s Israel/Palestine Task Force ● www.justicewithpeace.org

This flyer was prepared by

 “There can be no greater delusion on the part of Western countries weighed down by guilt about the Holocaust than the belief that accommodating [the dispossession of the Palestinians] would be an act of friendship to the Jewish people. The abandonment of the Palestinians now is surely not an atonement for the abandonment of European Jews seventy years ago, nor will it serve the security of the State of Israel and its people.”

 - Henry Siegman 
{Former executive director of the American Jewish Congress and of the Synagogue Council of America)

www.thenation.com/doc/20080505/siegman
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