To the UJP Planning Committee from the UJP Palestine Task Force:

At its past two meetings, the Palestine Task Force of UJP has worked on a resolution in support of the 2005 Palestinian civil society call to the world for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel until that country upholds international law.  This call was made by over 170 Palestinian coalitions, unions and human rights and social justice groups in the occupied territories, within Israel, and in exile.

The U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation of Palestine (a UFPJ member group) endorsed this call as "truly representative of the support that the Palestinian people believe they must have to survive and achieve their rights" and supports a boycott of Motorola.

In Boston, Boycott Israel has heeded the call of the U.S. Campaign and organizes biweekly actions in Harvard Square, Cleveland Circle and Downtown Crossing to raise awareness of Motorola's support for the Israeli occupation.

Why Motorola?

· Motorola provides a nationwide military data encrypted cellular network, "Mountain Rose," for the Israeli army, thus allowing officers to communicate securely anywhere they operate.

· Motorola supplies the Israeli military with the Wide Area Surveillance System (WASS) -- radar devices and thermal cameras -- to monitor the apartheid Wall and fence configurations, keeping Palestinian civilians under constant surveillance on their own land.

· Motorola surveillance systems are being installed around Israel's rapidly expanding illegal settlements.

Other boycott targets are also being explored.

There are reports from within and without Israel that the international BDS campaign is having an impact economically and politically.  In fact, Motorola announced it would sell a controversial unit that manufactured bomb fuses for Israeli bombs dropped on Palestinians and Lebanese.

The devastating situation in Gaza makes this campaign even more paramount to the goals of the Palestine Task Force.

This BDS actions, along with supporting actions to break the siege of Gaza, and educational programs will be the major activities of the group.

We urge UJP Boston to become an endorser of the Palestine Civil Society call and adopt the following resolution.

