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Fact Sheet #6                                                               

Wikileaks and Afghanistan

On November 28, 2010, Wikileaks began publishing 251,287 leaked United States embassy cables, sent from 1966 - February 2010. These documents, stored on a little memory stick, contain confidential communications between 274 embassies and the State Department in DC, and include many documents on and from Afghanistan.  About 40 documents from the Kabul Embassy have been released as of early December 2010. This latest document dump is expected to continue into early 2011.

Three revelations (out of many more to come) about the US/NATO war in Afghanistan from these US embassy documents include:

Detail on the Corruption of the Afghan Government:  “Afghanistan emerges as a looking-glass land where bribery, extortion and embezzlement are the norm…. [T]he agriculture minister… ‘appears to be the only minister that was confirmed about whom no allegations of bribery exist’ ….” Graft is skimmed from American development projects in four stages: “When contractors bid on a project, at application for building permits, during constructions, and at the ribbon-cutting ceremony… The cables describe a country where everything is for sale.” [New York Times, http://nyti.ms/eC5udA]  The cables detail "wealth extraction" on the part of the governors of key provinces in eastern Afghanistan. Usman Usmani, governor of Ghazni, and Juma Khan Hamdard, governor of Paktiya, are accused of systemic corruption, theft of public funds and extorting money from construction contractors on a regular basis. [Guardian, http://bit.ly/gS9ggh] 

US Army Takes a Fee From NATO: The US Army Corps of Engineers takes its share too.  It charges NATO allies a 15% “contingency fee” on donations to build up the Afghan national Army; Germany is especially angry and threatening to withhold funds. [Der Spiegel, http://bit.ly/gd9xzU]
Karzai pushed to End Night Raids: “US diplomats in Afghanistan continually warned that night raids against insurgents by special forces had dramatically eroded public support for the NATO mission in key parts of Afghanistan. Night raids have recently become a major area of contention between Karzai and NATO. The Afghan president told the Washington Post [in November 2010] that he wanted an end to the ‘kill or capture’ missions. The cables show he has been privately asking the Americans to change their tactics for almost two years. …Since then the number of raids has increased fivefold. In several cables state department officials working in Afghanistan's provincial reconstruction teams (PRTs) passed on reports from the field about the growing resentment towards night raids and warnings by locals that the US would inevitably come to be seen in the same light as the Soviet Union, which occupied Afghanistan in the 1980s.” [Guardian, http://bit.ly/gF1QHb]
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Our tax dollars pay for all this.  As Salon’s Glenn Greenwald said Dec. 3, “WikiLeaks is devoted to shedding light on what these injustices [in Afghanistan and elsewhere] are, and it’s then our responsibility to go about and do something about them.” [Democracy Now, http://bit.ly/dSaZe9]    To support Wikileaks, go to www.WikileaksIsDemocracy.org.  To support Bradley Manning (right), alleged leaker of the cables, go to http://standwithbrad.org/.

For weekly updates on the Afghanistan war, read UFPJ’s Afghanistan War Weekly: http://bit.ly/gt55Aa.  
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We need your support.  Donate to UFPJ.  212-868-5545. 
Afghanistan Working Group – ufpjafghanistan@gmail.com.    Dec 9 ‘10
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