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      Fact Sheet #3   

                                                               

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1No More Taxpayer Dollars for Afghanistan War!
The Obama administration is expected to ask Congress for a war appropriation in the range of $75 billion this month, March 2009.  7 years into the “war on terror”, no matter whether Republicans or Democracts control Congress, the war funding goes up and up -- our lawmakers still approve war money each year as a “supplemental” appropriation, which is not subject to the same scrutiny as the “normal” $534 billion  military budget.  The money pays for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars for the remainder of FY09 (through September), including 17,000 more troops ordered to Afghanistan by President Obama on Feb. 17.  It also funds CIA covert operations in Pakistan, construction of military bases, expansion of the armed forces, and that wasteful boondoggle, the F-22 fighter.     
· U.S. taxpayers have spent $172.9 billion on the Afghanistan war since 2001 [Congressional Research Service, Oct 2008].   The additional 17,000 troops recently ordered to Afghanistan by President Obama will cost at least another $13 billion per year—since each American soldier in Iraq or Afghanistan costs taxpayers an unbelievable $775,000 per year [Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, Dec  2008].   The total cost for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars to date has been $864 billion in direct military spending [CRS], but the true cost has been over $3 trillion counting future veterans’ benefits, costs to veterans and their families, and the impact on the U.S. economy [Stiglitz and Blimes, Three Trillion Dollar War, 2008].   This war is wrong and only military contractors are raking in gains from it.
· U.S. military spending in Afghanistan supports:
✈payoffs to local strongmen and corrupt officials to “protect” our troops

✈operation and construction of military jails holding hundreds of detainees without charges
✈upgrades to U.S. military bases already in Afghanistan and new ones for more troops
✈Predator and Reaper drone aircraft, used for air strikes in Afghanistan and Pakistan that have already caused thousands of civilian casualties

✈special operations troops who train Afghans for U.S./Afghan death squads

✈payments and Kalashnikov rifles for tribal militias to supplement the U.S. armed forces

✈provincial military reconstruction teams that militarize development and humanitarian aid
· Taxpayers cannot afford runaway military spending on empire-building wars like those in Iraq and Afghanistan which help only the powerful and bring nothing but ruin to the Iraqi, Afghan and American people.  We are spending nearly $1 trillion a year on the military and its wars.   Since it is borrowed money, the taxpayers will have to pay it back.   The FY09 budget deficit is now projected to be $1.75 trillion.  With people losing their jobs, health insurance and homes by the millions, U.S. taxpayers cannot afford to spend money to fight a senseless war in Afghanistan.
Call your Congressperson today, and tell him or her to vote NO on the supplemental appropriation. Stop the waste of taxpayer dollars, and lives, on an endless Afghanistan war!   Bring the troops home NOW!
Congressional Switchboard: 202-224-3121  White House Comments: 202-456-1111 Switchboard: 202-456-1414
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   A coalition of peace & justice groups in Greater Boston 
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	For more information and resources and to learn about our new campaign, “Beyond War; A New Economy is Possible,” visit the website.
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We need your support.  Donate to UFPJ. 212-868-5545. Mar 2 ’09








