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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why are we Bombing Pakistan?
In the first hours of his presidency, Barack Obama ordered two strikes by unmanned Predator drone missiles on villages in a remote area of Pakistan.  Twenty-one civilians were killed.  This was the 38th such bombing by the United States since August 2008.  At least 132 civilians have lost their lives.
While of doubtful military effectiveness, bombing Pakistan has created a political crisis in that country.  It has also aggravated relations between the United States and Pakistan.  And it has encouraged Taliban forces on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border to extend their military campaign eastward, towards the population and political centers of Pakistan. Why is the United States doing this?
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The border between Afghanistan and Pakistan was drawn by British imperialists, dividing the two countries in a remote, mountainous area.  The border bisects the Pashtun, a non-state nation of 42 million people straddling both countries.  The Taliban arose from the Pashtun, and it is to the Pashtun areas of Pakistan that the Taliban and al-Qaeda forces retreat when they need sanctuary.  As part of its war in Afghanistan, the United States is bombing the Pashtun people of Pakistan.   

For 30 years, the United States has used Pakistan to try to gain control of Afghanistan: first against the Soviets, and after 9/11 against the Taliban.  To this end the United States has worked closely with Pakistan’s notorious Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI).  Since 9/11 the United States has pumped billions of dollars in military aid into Pakistan.  And, in exchange for services rendered, the United States turned a blind eye to the development of Pakistan’s nuclear program.
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The result of these policies has been disaster.  For months both the US and Pakistani governments said the drones were based in Afghanistan; but we now know that the planes are at secret bases in Pakistan.  This revelation will greatly increase tensions within Pakistan, especially in the Army.  Thus the bombing strengthens the Taliban and weakens the central government, aggravating the country’s instability. Any breakdown of stability in Pakistan – a nuclear power of 173 million people that has had five military coups and three wars with India since independence in 1947 – would be a danger to the region.  To “save” Afghanistan, the United States is destabilizing Pakistan.
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What is to be done?  Returning peace and stability to Central Asia will be a complex project, but the US peace movement can do some important things to bring that day closer. First, we must stop the US bombing of Pakistan. 
Call President Obama and your Congressperson today, and tell them that we must end military aid to Pakistan and stop the bombing.

Congressional Switchboard: 202-224-3121  White House Comments: 202-456-1111 Switchboard: 202-456-1414
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   A coalition of peace & justice groups in Greater Boston 

   www.justicewithpeace.org                      617-491-4UJP

   ujpcoalition@gmail.com
	For more information and resources and to learn about our new campaign, “Beyond War; A New Economy is Possible,” visit the website.


We need your support.  Donate to UFPJ. 212-868-5545. Feb 21‘09
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